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ABSTRACT 

PURPOSE: To improve the accuracy of detection and also to shorten 
processing time at the time of extracting continuous lines such as white 
lines on the road while successively tracking and setting windows. 

CONSTITUTION: The output of a picture input device 1 for photographing the 
state of the surface of the road in front of a vehicle is inputted to a 
picture storage means 2. A window setting means 3 and a white line 
extracting means 4 are respectively connected to the storage means. The 
white line extracting means 4 detects the presence of the white lines by 
edge detecting processing inside the set window and a detected result is 
transmitted to the window setting means 3 and a reliability calculating 
means 5. The reliability is obtained from the degree of the capability of 
edge extraction at the reliability calculating means 5 to be transmitted to 
a window width deciding means 6, the window width to be set next is decided 
narrower as the reliability is higher there and the result is transmitted 
to the window setting means 3. The window setting means 3 sets the window 
of the fixed width on the extended line of the applied extracted white 
line . 
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